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From: Anita Poidor
Sent: Wednesday, 17 April 2019 12:11 PM

To: Koreis, Darius (CorpAffairs, St. Lucia)
Ce: Hannah Bentley S

Subject: RE: media request - former csiro postdoc fellow accuses CSIRO of pro-alcohol agenda

Hi Darius,
Here’s the direction we’re heading... I'm about to hop onto a conference call in half an hour to
workshop the response so it might change substantially.

I'll let you know where we land.
If there are bits below that the CSIRO has sensitivities about please let me know.
Thanks Anita

Thank you for sending through the article from Dr Newman and your inquiries.

We note that the material is not in fact peer reviewed science but an opinion piece and two of the
economic papers referred to have been widely critiqued for drawing extremely wide bases for
their estimates of economic cost.

Wine Australia is a government authority responsible for requlating wine exports, promoting
Australian wine internationally and investing in research and development on behalf of the
government and the sector.

Wine Australia’s research funds are based on grape and wine levies collected from the sector
which are matched by government. Our investments are informed by the strategic research
priorities of the Australian Government and the Australian grape and wine community garnered
regular and ongoing consultation.

Our investments with the CSIRO cover a number of areas:

e developing and evaluating new winegrape varieties with robust disease resistance
breeding new rootstocks with greater tolerance to pests, salinity, heat and water stress
developing new strategies to manage harvest timing and alleviate compressed ripening
and harvest windows caused by climate change
new digital technologies to better estimate yield, crop condition and grape quality, and
future proofing Australia’s grapevine germplasm.

Producing wines with unique flavours from grape varieties bred specifically for Australian
conditions is only one aspect of the funded research.

The grape and wine community is a significant contributor to Australia’s economy, generating
over 540 billion per annum, supporting more than 172,000 full and part-time jobs, most of which



are in regional areas. The wine and grape sector is not only a major regional employer but helps
drive regional tourism, another significant economic contributor and employer. (source)

Wine Australia funds CSIRO researchers to carry out the work described above and on occasion

funds researcher’s travel to learn overseas and to collaborate with other researchers. Researchers
may attend dinners during the course of their work and in their collaborations with other
researchers. Wine Australia does not provide gifts to researchers, nor fund dinners or conference
attendances.
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